
Worldwide, forests store more carbon than 
the atmosphere. Unfortunately, deforestation 
emits 3 billion tonnes of carbon a year on ave-
rage, more than all cars and trucks combined. 
In the last few years, we’ve been losing 40 foot-
ball fields of tropical forests every minute.

This means that if we reduce tropical defores-
tation, we can avoid a lot of these emissions. 
Studies have estimated that tropical forests 
could provide up to one-third of the short-
term emissions reductions required to meet 
the goals of the Paris Agreement.

STAND FOR TREES projects use REDD+, a 
pay-for-performance and carbon accounting 
model developed by the UN to specifically ad-
dress tropical deforestation. REDD stands for 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Degradation, while the ‘+’ represents all the 
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other things we get from forests, including 
but not limited to biodiversity, livelihoods, and 
wildlife habitat.

Tropical deforestation is driven by a lack of 
economic opportunities for forest communi-
ties in developing countries. By putting a finan-
cial value on protecting forests, REDD+ creates 
an economic alternative to deforestation. And 
because payments are made only after emis-
sions reductions have been verified by detai-
led third-party evaluations, supporting REDD+ 
means buying into success - for the climate, 
local and indigenous communities, endange-
red species, and ecosystems.

Because the model channels funds directly to 
programs that successfully conserve forests, 
there is no need to wait for politics and poli-
cies to generate results.

Our best hope for climate change, nature, wildlife, and people



Why forests
Forests provide a lot of value to humans. They 
regulate and filter water; clean the air; modera-
te water flow; improve agricultural conditions 
like soil quality; and help mitigate or prevent 
natural disasters like erosion and landslides. 
All of this depends on ecosystem integrity, 
which in turn depends on biodiversity.

From the tropics to dryland, forests host 80 
percent of the world’s terrestrial biodiversi-
ty. Our projects are home to millions of we-
ll-known species, millions more that are still 
undiscovered - and some of the world’s most 
endangered wildlife, such as orangutans, 
giant river otters, jaguars, rhinos, and gib-
bons. Many of these species need large areas 
of pristine forest and migration corridors to 
thrive - areas that our projects protect.

Last but certainly not least, an estimated 350 
million people - about half of whom are indi-
genous - live within or close to dense forests 
and depend on them directly for food, shelter, 
medicine, and work. For many forest-depen-
dent communities, losing forests means losing 
these valuable resources. All Stand For Trees 
projects hold special certifications for suppor-
ting community development, poverty reduc-
tion, and sustainable livelihoods - giving com-
munities a sustainable alternative to clearing 
their forests.

Validation and 
verification 
process
Our projects are all doubly certified to Verra’s 
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) and Climate, 
Community, and Biodiversity (CCB) Standard, 
both of which are industry benchmarks. In 
addition to standard CCB certification, each 
project must hold Gold status, i.e. deliver ex-
ceptional benefits, for at least one of climate, 
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Corporate Offsets
Stand For Trees and its projects provide numerous large-scale corporate offsets 
in recent years. Selected clients include Kering, Intuit, Microsoft, PWC, Allianz 
Insurance, Zurich Insurance, Shell Oil, and Gucci. Orders typically range from 
20,000 to 500,000 tonnes - and occasionally over a million tonnes - to be delive-
red over one or a few years. For example, Kering and Intuit together retire over 
100,000 tonnes of Stand For Trees project offsets per year.

community, or biodiversity; many have Gold 
status for all three. This lets us ensure that all 
our projects generate measurable benefits for 
ecosystems and local communities, in addition 
to meeting the highest levels of climate rigour.

The first step in the VCS certification process 
is registering a project. To do this, developers 
must prepare a design document that subs-
tantiates the deforestation threat in the area 
and, based on the appropriate VCS methodo-
logy, calculates the amount of carbon saved 
by preventing deforestation. These calcula-
tions reduce the carbon credits available for 
sale to create a buffer against any unforeseen 
events; thus, projects generally reduce more 
emissions than the number of credits offered 
on the market. This design document is then 
checked by an independent auditor to confirm 
that the methodology has been appropriately 
chosen; that the calculations are appropriate; 
and that the deforestation threat is real.

The CCB Standard uses a similar procedure. 
The design document must list the project’s 
local and indigenous populations and provi-
de evidence of consultations; identify endan-
gered species and ecosystems; explain how 
it will ensure it does not cause any negative 
impacts; and explain how it will create impro-
ved outcomes - for example by creating jobs, 
providing education or training, or conducting 
wildlife patrols, among others. An indepen-
dent auditor also checks these claims to ensu-
re their accuracy.
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Once the project has been registered and 
starts operating, it is subject to independent 
verifications for both CCB and VCS at regu-
lar intervals, usually every 1-2 years. It is only 
allowed to issue a portion of its carbon credits 
every year, and only once it has passed verifi-
cation for those years.

The audit process usually takes several mon-
ths, and uses on-the-ground inspections to-
gether with satellite imagery to verify climate 
benefits and site visits for biodiversity, ecosys-
tem, and community benefits. Satellite ima-
gery checks to ensure there are no gaps in 

tree cover, which would indicate loss of forest. 
Thanks to technological advances, imagery co-
vers the forest at a very high resolution: one 
pixel per one square meter. This means that 
the loss of even a single tree is very obvious.

Trees lost for any reason, including logging, 
natural fires, and fallen trees, are deducted 
from that year’s carbon issuance. If there is 
evidence of a large disturbance, the auditors 
will visit the disturbance site to confirm fin-
dings in person.

For biodiversity, ecosystem, and community 
benefits, auditors also undertake site visits to 
verify operations conducted on the ground as 
well as their results. This could include biodi-
versity and wildlife surveys, interviews with 
community members and stakeholders, ins-
pections of services and infrastructure, and 
documentation requirements, as appropriate.

Measured impacts. 
Verified results.



THANKS


